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The eminent Frenchman was not far wrong when he
declared that on the principle of ex pede Herculem one-
half of the British Constitution could be deduced from
the Reading Room of the British Museum* I will even
venture further and say that one-half of not only the
British Constitution, but also of the British character,
is deducible from the " Old Curiosity Shop " in Blooms-
bury* The treasures of its unique library are not exhibited
promiscuously at the street corners for any passer-by
to gase or leer at, but the earnest student must himself
go to seek for them if he really appreciates their value or
pricelessness* Similarly, the age and greatness of London
is net found in the gay and gaudy resorts of the West
End ; it is preserved in the sombre and austere precincts
of the city or its immediate outskirts* Therefore, the
Englishman who inherits his temperament from his sur-
roundings does not come to the stranger; the latter must
go to him* To those who do not understand, the former
appears snobbish or forbidding; but to those who pause
to consider, this quiet reserve is only a,reflection of the
bashfulness of London's greatness and dignity*

This is, however, anticipating our discussion upon the
English characteristics, which will be dealt with in their
proper place* Strange as it may seem, the average Lon-
doner is a poor guide for conducting visitors around*
Being a permanent resident of the place, he naturally
feels that he. can visit these sights at any time* With
him it is just a question of time, unlike the American who,
it is related, never saw a sight because London was so
huge and the sights were so widely scattered about, that
he could not find time to undertake the sightseeing journey.